
 

 

Lamberhurst Golf Club 

Course Update 22/04/2020 

 

UPDATE ON THE COURSE 

 

With the lock down continuing, I thought it’ would be useful to give you an update on what’s 

happening on the course. Ironically, after months of rain, since 23rd March when lock down kicked 

in, the weather has, as I’m sure you’re well aware, been brilliant! 

 

We continue with two green keepers working with the other three on furlough. The vast majority of 

their time is spent mowing but also doing other housekeeping jobs, such as irrigation. 

Unfortunately members of the public are beginning to use the course as a recreational space 

particularly at weekends and in the evenings when there’s no green-keeping staff on site. No damage 

has been seen to date but we are putting up signs to discourage the practice. Given the public 

footpaths that cross the course this is an issue and it’s going to be difficult to manage but we’ll do 

what we can. We do have two men who are using the course for golf in the evenings but we’ve been 

unable to identify them to date. I hope they’re not members but if they are, please refrain from this 

activity. 

I thought for the body of this update, I’d tell you what we’re doing on the greens. A lot of you will be 

aware that when the majority of our greens were constructed, they were not constructed as they would 

be today, or in the last 20yrs but were created by just pushing up the surrounding topsoil into a 

mound. The grass on the greens was merely the native meadow grass, Poa Annua, as it is today. This 

grass is susceptible to invasion by the fungus fusarium and does not tolerate wet weather well but 

with the maintenance work we’ve done on the greens over the years we’ve been able to produce good 

quality greens. Unfortunately, with the onset of warmer and wetter autumns and winters, the fungus, 

fusarium, has been more prevalent. In the past we would spray once the fungus shows itself and we 

would be able to manage the fusarium quite effectively by spraying several times a year at a cost of 

about £2.5k. In recent years, the chemical we've used in the past has been banned and we now have 

to implement a preventative spraying regime. This regime has meant that since last autumn, until the 

heavy rains, we've sprayed 11/12 times at a cost of approximately £10k. It is self-evident that this 

approach is not as effective as in the past from the damage we’ve seen on the greens since before 

Christmas. 

Historically, the turf profession has recommended that if your greens are the natural grasses, then 

greenkeepers should persist with those grasses, applying the recommended maintenance regimes 

and by doing so good greens could be produced. However, given the change in weather conditions 

and the restrictions on spraying to control fusarium, that thinking has changed. Recent research 

papers, supported by our agronomist and Bruce Woodgate, our head greenkeeper, now recommend 

a move away from Poa Annua grass and change the make-up of the grasses on the greens to bent 

grasses by over seeding. In the light of this advice, we have decided to proceed with over seeding 

with bent grasses in order to reduce the presence of the Poa Annua. This has required an investment 

of £10k to procure the cassettes that fit onto the mowers to carry out the process. It will also require 

the expenditure, at current prices, of £1k to procure the seed to over seed all of our greens once. This 

will not be a single operation as the native grasses will still try to establish themselves on the greens, 

hence over seeding will be a continuous activity going forward. Bruce will carry out the first of these 

operations this month. The bent grasses are more resilient to disease wet conditions and will, over 

time, present a good, resilient and consistent playing surface. 

I hope that you’ve found this update useful. I can assure you, that despite these difficult times, we 

continue to invest in the course. Let’s hope it won’t be too long before we’re back golfing. 

Keep safe. 

 

Ian Daker 

Course Member 

 

  

 

 


